
Memo .••• 
I 

from the desk of 
RALPH K. BELL 

Dear Barbara Haas, 

Phone Area 412-Jefferson, Pa., 883-4505 
R. D. 1, Box 229, Clarksville, Pa. 15322 

July J, 1991 

I note that you want proof th~t a Blue G:r>osbeak 1-13.s seen here on May 22, 198fl 
and its good to knoF that thi:; P.O.R.C. is nakin · an e:'fort to find out what 
records are really aut1'.entic. 

Since I h~n'~ be'"n bii·dinr.: a long time (:,1,Y first records were in 1927) I have 
seen pecple make quiek gues·,es a~H0~hat 2 or more competent birders shonld see 
any rare bird. 

The".'c,f ere, T-rhen the second year male (some brown in ol :rrrw::!) ,,a~ se,~~ here on 
the f'ar:-:1 b:., me!nbers rf t',e Pitt::;burc·'1 Audubrn Society ( they fm1:1d i t,I didn 1t), 
I lJad ITL:.rnv cf t;rnm si;m S':L;ri,:g th,,t th-;;r h1.d see1J it. A xeroxed copy is en-
c 1 osed. It was fir.-,t not~ 1 on n dend locust tree branch ( on th,~ :';r'Y,rd n2:cr 
so.ne brt,~rs). It lat,-,r flew np or, to an -,lectric r,rir') and c,arr, (perha:.')S 25 
y2..rd;; away) and there w:1.s no question a., to the corr,~ct identity. I also sa:r it. 

If t:-:.erc ar,~ more cuest:.or,s, p1e1se let me know. 
Kind rer:c1rds, 

P • .'3. YOU folks dcin' a super ,job with PA. BIRDS. 
t? o.J.r- ,~ tll 





Dear Barb and Frank, J 
July 2.5 , 1992 
Cla r ksvil l e , Pa . 

I wa s onite interestP-d in the r eac; on for r .:, j ecting t hP. Blue Grosbeak record 
tPa. Birds, Vol . 6, #1, p21). Since no picture was t aken, I would habe 
t hought t ~e 3.5+ birders (and s ome were excellent bi ~ders) woul d have meant 
much more than a written discription that could easily have been copied 
f rom a bird book . 

It was a 2nd vear mal e and first viewed f rom within 20 yards and observ':ld 
f or per haps 5 minut es b~.r ever yone . Did t h~ Pore comrri.ttee t hink we had 
se ,n an Ind±go Bunting? How experienced birders could have confused a Blue 
Gr osbeak uith an lndiP,o Bunt i ng is hard to believe . 

s f or mysel.:' , my first I r1di '. o Buntin<:; ·written record Pas Hay 21, 1928 
and I hav 0 banded 323 of them for t he U. Fish & iii 1.dFf e 3e·nvice (one uns 
rAcover din Jamaica ) . 

As for Bl1ie ·,r osboa':s , I have ev';n '>C ,n their nc"'t in 1/. v .. . ,r· er , t h';'" 
arc no·\ to~ ha:~·1 to finc1 iP s o" r.r'c" s - have 0 -_re, c .. ,11-::d th3 .. 1 in b'/ usi ne 
th ~ t1ps rJcord ir . 

I don ' t :~oall r 1-1 7.anc ;rour PORC COT• ri.tt e; fay, bein, skeptical becausJ I have 
seen plimty of s o-called r ~cords publ ished t hat seemed doubt ful to me . 
Even one of your PORC cot'l!1i t t ee members misidentif i ed a species before 
1978. And Geor~e Hal l publi shed a summer Blue Grosbeak recor d in Am. Birds 
for western Gre ene County (that someone had repor t ed to him) . After seei ng 
the repor t , I checked v ,e area and saw and hear d nothi n-; but I ndigo Buntings. 
I doubt the r ecord voq much because t he habitat wasn't right . 

Enough said. R.K. B. 

/ 



. ,. I - Record No.:790-01-1988 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # of 

Species: Blue Grosbeak 

Date of Sighting: 22 May 1988 

Observer(s): Ralph Bell, et.al. 

Date of Submission: 1991 

Submitted by: Ralph Bell 

Member Class I Class II Class ill Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater X 
B.Haas ~ 

F. Haas ~ 
R. Leberman X 
G. McWilliams X 
S. Santner ~ 
P. Schwalbe X 
TOTALS l I I ;)_ 

DECISION ~ 
Comments: *A b 5t ~) ; vJ 

' 

Sign;lture (Secretary):~ ~ Date: 3/;i/2:v--




